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that’s that we were going to have end-
less surpluses. They used that pre-
diction of endless surpluses to justify 
cutting taxes for the wealthiest people 
in the United States. 

Well, those people had a great dec-
ade. On average, $100,000 savings on 
taxes during that time. Did they create 
more jobs because they cut their taxes? 
No. In fact, we had actually the most 
stagnant period of private sector job 
growth in modern history. 

So now, when we don’t have an end-
less surplus, in fact, a very large def-
icit, and we need job creation, they 
say, Oh, let’s cut their taxes again. It 
wasn’t good enough that the average 
millionaire had his or her net worth in-
creased by 16 percent in 2009 while 
every other American stagnated. No. 
They want to make it a little bit better 
for the wealthiest people in America. 

We want to cut taxes for middle class 
America and not millionaires. 

f 

DEMOCRATS CONTINUE FIGHT FOR 
MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS AND 
DEFICIT REDUCTION; REPUB-
LICANS CONTINUE TO HOLD MID-
DLE CLASS HOSTAGE TO TAX 
CUTS FOR THE WEALTHY 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, in this 
time of debate around taxes and tax-
ation, it’s hard to figure out what’s 
really true. Republicans say this; 
Democrats say that. Let me tell you 
what’s actually the fact. 

The fact is that the Republicans 
want to give the top 2 percent of the 
wealthiest Americans tax breaks that 
would add $700 billion to the deficit 
over the next 10 years. They’re saying 
they’re going to stop tax cuts for mid-
dle class people unless the top 2 per-
cent get their tax cut that would add 
$700 billion to the deficit. Now, that’s 
not fair given that middle class people 
have faced foreclosure, have faced a 
drop in home value, have faced unem-
ployment, have faced so many difficult 
economic hurdles. 

Why do they insist on giving the top 
2 percent a huge tax break that they 
don’t need, only giving the top 2 per-
cent that tax break? Middle class peo-
ple need relief. Middle class people 
need it now. 

f 

SUBMINIMUM WAGE FOR 
DISABLED 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. There are a number 
of issues that fail to make it to the 
floor, but there’s one issue that I abso-
lutely feel strongly about and believe 
that the people of this Congress and 
the people of the Nation need to know, 
and that is the subminimum wage for 
people with disabilities. 

Inclusion is a birthright. This is a 
civil right. And there is a rule in the 

Department of Labor called 14(c). It’s a 
certificate from the United States De-
partment of Labor which says that peo-
ple with disabilities can get paid less 
than subminimum wage. But it is not 
subminimum wage for all of them—it is 
hardly a wage at all. Some of these 
people who are on disability are mak-
ing 45 cents an hour or less in sheltered 
workshops. 

So I am suggesting that this issue is 
so important that it needs to be 
brought to the floor of the United 
States Congress. This is a civil right, 
and we need to make it something that 
is a priority of this Congress as soon as 
possible. 
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AMERICAN HELLENIC EDU-
CATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSO-
CIATION 
(Mr. VISCLOSKY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure and admiration 
that I stand before you today to honor 
the American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association, AHEPA, 
Chapter 78, of Merrillville, Indiana, for 
being named Chapter of the Year dur-
ing the association’s national conven-
tion that was held in July of this year. 

AHEPA Chapter 78 is to be com-
mended for its outstanding service. 
AHEPA Chapter 78 was established on 
July 25, 1925. It currently consists of 
130 members, with 13 being life mem-
bers of over 50 years. In accordance 
with the AHEPA mission of commu-
nity service, the members of Chapter 78 
represent the best in all of us through 
their selfless giving, kindness, and gen-
erosity. 

Most recently, the chapter has dis-
tinguished itself by donating signifi-
cant funds to organizations throughout 
northwest Indiana, including Christian 
Haven House and Saints Monica and 
Luke Soup Kitchen. 

For nearly two decades, the chapter 
has also worked tirelessly to provide 
safe, exceptionally well-maintained, 
and affordable housing for senior citi-
zens who otherwise might today find 
themselves in very abject cir-
cumstances. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and the 
other distinguished colleagues join me 
in again congratulating the AHEPA 
Chapter 78 of Merrillville, Indiana. 

f 

JEFFERSON THOMAS OF THE 
LITTLE ROCK NINE 

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, sopho-
mores in high school are not often 
called on to lead a nation. Under the 
leadership of nine black students in 
Little Rock in 1957, including high 
school sophomore Jefferson Thomas, 
the Federal Government enforced the 
rights of all students to have equality 
of education. 

Losing one of the Little Rock Nine is 
an event no one looked forward to. Los-
ing one of the Little Rock Nine, sadly, 
is what happened on September 5, 2010, 
when Jefferson Allison Thomas passed 
away in Columbus, Ohio. 

Yesterday’s heroes, with death, be-
come legends and such is the case with 
Jefferson Thomas. Perhaps no group of 
young people is as well known as Jef-
ferson Thomas and the others we know 
as the Little Rock Nine. Every Amer-
ican, for all time, must honor and re-
member the heroism of these young-
sters in 1957, as we have done in 1999 
with the Congressional Gold Medal and 
also with a commemorative coin and a 
postage stamp. 

None of us can imagine the daily tor-
ment and fear these students faced. No 
young person today can imagine what 
segregation meant for teens like Jef-
ferson Thomas in 1957. But Jefferson 
Thomas knew; Jefferson Thomas acted. 
And Jefferson Thomas is an American 
hero who will be missed and honored. 

f 

b 1020 

THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. We are cur-
rently in the midst of the Jewish High 
Holidays, a holy time when we reflect 
on the past year and welcome a new 
one. To everyone who celebrated Rosh 
Hashanah last week, I wish you and 
your family a healthy and happy 5771. 

During the Rosh Hashanah service at 
my synagogue, I was honored to offer 
the Jewish prayer for the United 
States. This prayer hopes for the day 
when ‘‘Peace and security, happiness 
and prosperity, justice and freedom 
may forever abide in our midst.’’ And I 
can think of no more laudable and im-
portant goal than to work towards that 
day with all of our heart and energy. 

As we pray for and work towards 
peace and security for the United 
States, we also extend those prayers to 
the State of Israel. The threats against 
the Jewish homeland are real, and we 
cannot allow them to go unchecked. 
The American people stand with our 
brothers and sisters in Israel, and the 
alliance and friendship between our 
two Nations remains unbreakable. 

I hope that all who celebrate these 
meaningful High Holidays have the op-
portunity to do so amongst loved ones. 
Reflection with our friends and family 
is the hallmark of this time of year. 
From my family to yours, warmest 
wishes during this special season. 

f 

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS 

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, if we 
don’t act soon, middle class income 
families across the country will see 
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